
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ANNUAL 
REPORT 
2017      
“Let your light shine before men in such a way that they may see your 
good works, and glorify your Father who is in heaven” – Matthew 5:16 
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C.O.O.L. exists to partner with the Body of Christ to facilitate physical and spiritual 
impact in our communities.  Our aim is to see transformation happen in the lives 
of those who serve and are being served through the various C.O.O.L. Day 
projects. 

1. C.O.O.L. is a tool  
• to serve one another in a spirit of unity, 
• to experience the joy of giving and the discovery of the many gifts in the 

Body of Christ, 
• to have the opportunity to display God’s love and care to those beyond 

our own church buildings. 
2. C.O.O.L. is a bridge  

• to reach out into our communities, 
• to dispel denominational and cultural differences for the sake of loving 

relationships, 
• to have a means of serving and giving to those in need, 
• to maintain an ongoing Christian presence in the community. 

3. C.O.O.L. is a platform  
• to represent Jesus through love and practical service,  
• to make Him known through the message of the Gospel. 

OUR MISSION: 
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“Thy Kingdom Come, Thy Will Be Done.” 

The following is a perspective shared by one of our C.O.O.L. Day journalists, Sarah 
Senften.   

“This year’s C.O.O.L. t-shirts displayed Matthew 6:10: “Thy kingdom come; thy 
will be done,” and the story of the day was just that—the story of how the kingdom 
of God came to Stadium Drive through His people to accomplish His will. 

As in every circumstance when heaven meets earth through the work of God’s 
people, the day was marked by little glimpses of the beauty of the King and His 
Kingdom. Walking up and down Stadium Drive, the careful observer could see the 
King’s love, joy, hope, kindness, gentleness, goodness, faithfulness, diligence, 
and humility, and the Kingdom’s unity, organization, devotion, perseverance, and 
contagious enthusiasm. Many of these qualities were demonstrated in the ways 
volunteers interacted with one another and in the ways they served the residents.  

In ways that I’m confident only God could design, His kingdom most certainly 
showed up on Stadium Drive. It invaded with shovels and rakes and Bobcats, in an 
army of blue t-shirts—in a way that most people wouldn’t expect the Kingdom to 
arrive—but there it was, accomplishing the will of the Father. In compassion, 
creativity, and hard work, Jesus was lifted high for all of Tallmadge to see.” 

Because Sarah so genuinely capsulized this year’s C.O.O.L. Day Project through her 
gift of written expression, the stories in this report are a product of the many 
conversations she participated in throughout the day.  What follows is only a small 
handful of the countless stories we could tell….ultimately writing a small book! 

We continue to be amazed by God’s 
faithfulness to this ministry.  Next year we will 
head into our 10th year – we might just have to 
do something a little extra special! 

Loving what I do! 

Cindy           
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C.O.O.L DAY 2017 
TALLMADGE, OH 
 
Number of teams à 13 
Number of volunteers à 300 
 
Participating Churches: 
Northwest Ave. Church of Christ 
SPAN Ministries 
Tallmadge First Church of God 
Tallmadge Lutheran Church 
 

Participating Businesses: 
Beaver Excavating  
Carter Lumber Co. 
City of Tallmadge: Community 
Development Dept. 
Cobra Roll-Off Service (Canton) 
Fence Enterprises, Inc. 
Jones Roll-Off Container, Inc. 
Jubilee Donuts 
Leppo Rents 
Oster Sand & Gravel, Inc. 
Our Lady of Victory Church 
Petitti Garden Center 
Republic Services 
Sherwin-Williams 
Tallmadge Youth Football 
The Henry Bierce Co. 
Vaughn’s Refuse 
Window World 
Wooster Brush 

 
 

 

 

DIANNE (pictured on left with her sister) 

The past few years had been particularly difficult 
for Dianne, who 
had lost both her 
mother and 
grandmother in a 
short period of 
time, had nearly 
lost her home in 
a refinancing 
scam, and had 
suffered with 
serious illness. 
All of the 
heartache and 

difficulty had discouraged Dianne and brought 
her to her knees. And she prayed in desperation 
one night that God would show Himself and His 
love for her. The very next day, Dianne heard 
about C.O.O.L.  

On C.O.O.L. Day, we stood and talked to Dianne 
for quite some time, watching as a crew of blue-
shirted volunteers cleaned up several trees that 
had been removed from her back yard. She 
spoke of how God had seen her tears, and of how 
He had shown Himself to be her Healer—both 
physically as she recovered from her illness and 
emotionally and spiritually in His answer to her 
prayer. All that she’d been through, she told us 
was, “God’s story,” and as I think about the ways 
her story exemplifies the faithfulness of our King, 
I couldn’t agree more. 
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Story #1: The Joy of Answered Prayers 

For weeks before the C.O.O.L. volunteers 
swing their hammers or pick up their 
paintbrushes, a team of faithful prayer 
warriors (pictured l to r: Bonnie, Brenda, Jodi, 
and Marie) walk the neighborhood, praying 
for the project and praying with any of the 
residents who ask. These wonderful women 
play an important role in the work God does 
on C.O.O.L. Day as they invite God to do His 
will in the community and intercede for the 
needs that they see as they walk. 

When I got the chance to ask the prayer team about their experience this year, I 
was met with immediate enthusiasm as they exclaimed, “Every prayer was 
answered! Every prayer!” I couldn’t resist asking them for their favorite story of 
answered prayer, and this is what they told me: 

For weeks, they walked around the neighborhood praying for the project, 
stopping each time at the fence surrounding the stadium, at the end of the road. 
They placed their hands on that fence and prayed that God would bring a portion 
of the fence down so that the project could have access to and utilize the area 
around the stadium. They prayed very specifically that this would be at no cost to 
C.O.O.L., and they never told anyone from the C.O.O.L. administration what 
they’d asked for. Not long before C.O.O.L. Day, they were amazed to see that God 
had very clearly answered their prayer. A section of the fence was down, allowing 
free passage to the stadium restrooms and to a pavilion area for the volunteers, 
and this was done at no cost to the project. 

With huge smiles on their faces, they praised God for His answer to their prayer, 
saying, “We’re amazed and know God can do everything He wants to do. We’re 
just His tools.”
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Story #2: A Glimmer of Hope 

Cliff was the police officer stationed at the 
end of Stadium Drive, blocking the road 
from public entry. He sat outside of the 
action, watching all of it happen in the 
distance. His perspective of the day was 
unique—he hadn’t really gotten to interact 
with any of the volunteers or residents; he’d 
only been able to watch the day from afar—
but his insight on what was happening was 
profound. 

He told us that, as a police officer, he most frequently encountered people who were 
causing trouble, explaining that it was easy for him to become discouraged with the state 
of society. “There’s so much that’s gone wrong in the world,” he said. And then he added, 
motioning toward the workers in the distance, “And then you see this, and there’s a little 
bit of hope.” 

 
Story #3: The Ladies at 90 Stadium Dr.  

Several times throughout the day, I had to 
stand back to admire the joy, the 
persistence, and the brute strength of the 
women at work at 90 Stadium Drive. They 
pulled out an established shrub by the root, 
laughing and declaring the extracted root as 
their “eight pointer.” They dug in with their 
shovels and rearranged the landscape. They rolled a large bush from where it had taken 
over the corner of the lot, uprooting it and moving it to the edge of the road to be hauled 
away, heaving and hoeing and straining and laughing. And when they were 
complimented for their hard work, they smiled and deflected the praise, crediting the 
team for its effort.  

These women weren’t likely the most skilled workers at their site, and the work they were 
doing wasn’t flashy or glamorous, but they sparkled with the beauty of Jesus. They 
exemplified the kingdom’s unity. They glorified God with their laughter and their 
humility. They were absolutely beautiful.
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Story #4:  Transforming a Home, Transforming the Heart 
 

At the beginning of the day, Kathy’s back deck was 
completely hidden behind wildly overgrown 
shrubs and various other plants. From the vantage 
point of her neighbor’s back yard, it was 
impossible to tell that there was a deck at all. As I 
stood there watching, the volunteers started the 
herculean task of taking the giant bushes down. 
Little by little, the deck began to show itself, and in 
less time than I thought possible, all of the 
overgrowth was removed, and it was completely 
visible. The transformation was remarkable. 

More remarkable yet was the transformation we 
began to see in Kathy. When we first spoke with 
her, she exhibited a quiet and hesitant posture as 
she watched the C.O.O.L. team hard at work on her 

behalf.  Ironically, as the bushes came down, we also got to know Kathy a little bit 
more too. She began to open up, telling a bit of her story and conversing with the 
volunteers as they discussed the details of the projects going on at her house. By 
the end of the day, the smiles and interactions at Kathy’s house were contagious!                                          

Just as it was amazing to find that spacious deck behind those overgrown bushes, 
even more so, we enjoyed building a 
new bridge to Kathy, our new friend 
on Stadium Dr.  A situation that felt 
very private from the start gave way to 
beauty and new possibilities. It 
wouldn’t surprise me a bit if this 
weren’t the first step in a new journey 
in Kathy’s life orchestrated by God 
Himself - all because a kind woman let 
a bunch of generous strangers serve 
her on C.O.O.L. Day 2017.   
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2016 Fiscal Year (January – December) 

TOTAL INCOME - $32,169.38  

TOTAL EXPENSES - $30,850.94  
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Board of Directors (pictured, l to r) 

Sarah Reed - President 
Clark Hoopes 
Carla Schillero - Secretary, Treasurer 
Cindy Mandrell 
Jerry Seger  

 
C.O.O.L. Staff 
Cindy Mandrell – Executive Director 
Carla Schillero – Director of Administration  
 
 

2016-17 Financial Partners (Aug. 2016-July 2017) 
 
Abundant Life Christian 
Fellowship 
Central Presbyterian 
Church 
Faith Community 
Fellowship 
First Baptist Church 
First Friends Church 
First United Methodist 
Church 
Frontline Ministries 
International 
Gateway to the Heart 
Ministries 
KeyBank Foundation 
Newman Baptist Church 
Stadium Drive Residents 
(Tallmadge, OH) 
State Farm Companies 
Foundation 
The Community Christian 
Church 
Camelia Aldridge 
Chuck & Teresa Almasy 
Marilyn Blethen 

Bonnie Bogue 
Diane Boslett 
Ben & Kate Bullach 
Jeannie D’Amico 
Beth Davidson 
Terri Downin 
Cheryl Eakins 
Robert Garner 
Rosie Gregg 
Dave & Elaine Griswold 
Shirley Hall 
Dan & Kathy Hartman 
Kevin & Lori Hewitt 
Steve & Dawn Marie Hilton 
Lucie Hinshaw 
Stan & Betsy Hinshaw 
Beverly Joseph 
David Karg 
Elsa Keefer 
Ray & Linda Kimble 
Adam Klemann 
Bill & Terry Knepp 
Bob Larson 
Samuel & Dale Lease 

Cindy Mandrell 
Carrick Mollenkamp 
Peter & Laurel Notturno 
Janet Palmer 
Gary & Carol Pfau 
Chris & Lynn Ramsburg 
Sarah Reed 
Ben & Anna Rolls 
Jay & Tina Rosenberry 
Carla Schillero 
Jan Schillero 
Jim & Jerry Seger 
Dean & Chloe Senften 
Rick & Kristin Shine 
Michael Simon 
David & Marie Sobey 
Bryon & Gail Starr 
Karen Warner 
Peter and Debbie Welden 
Tom & Jill Wilgus 
Keith Williams 
Bonnie Yoakam 
Shawn & Mary Yost
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2016-17 Intercessory Prayer Team (Sept. 2016–June 2017) 
 
Jim Aman 
Jessica Blakemore 
Marilyn Blethen 
Diane Boslett 
Missy Byelene 
Jodi Castello 
Linda Crofut 
Jeannie D’Amico 
Cheryl Eakins 
Heather Ertle 
Chuck Goldy 
Rosie Gregg 
Shirley Hall 

Dan & Kathy Hartman 
Lucie Hinshaw 
Stan Hinshaw 
Clark Hoopes 
Beverly Joseph 
Elsa Keefer 
Susan Kline 
Brenda Kurzen 
Bob Larson 
Jim & Linda Linthicum 
Cindy Mandrell 
Gail McAlister 
Cathy Miller 

Peter & Laurel Notturno 
Sarah Reed 
Mary Lou Reiman 
Brenda Rivers 
Anna Rolls 
Carla Schillero 
Joe Schillero  
Jim & Jerry Seger 
Beth Shelton 
Rick & Kristin Shine 
Marie Sobey 
Bonnie Yoakam

 
THANK YOU! 

 
The aforementioned list of churches, groups, and individuals form the 
foundation for all that is accomplished through the C.O.O.L. ministry.  
We affectionately refer to this mighty team as our “investors.”  They 
are not merely giving and praying.  Because of them, we see life-
giving seeds being planted, watered, and harvested for God’s eternal 
purposes.  We have a partnership with each other and with the Light of 
the world!   

C.O.O.L. Day is not something we check off our “to do” list.  It is a 
beautiful expression of God’s people pulling together, offering our 
gifts, and being the hope this world needs.  We do it TOGETHER.  Our 
heartfelt gratitude is extended to each of our investors!  Every dollar 
given, every prayer prayed, and every act of love spurs us forward.  
Your encouragement and faithfulness is a blessing beyond words. 
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Then consider these ways to join our team: 
Ø Invest through giving!  We depend on the financial contributions of our 

friends who believe in our mission.  Visit our website to consider making an 
investment: www.cooldays.org/invest. 
 

Ø Pray for us!  We are strong believers in the power and necessity of prayer 
over this ministry.  We have a team of prayer warriors that make a 10-month 
commitment each year, upholding us as we prepare for each new C.O.O.L. 
Day Project.  We’d love to have you join us in this way!  Sign up at:  
www.cooldays.org/pray.  
 

Ø Use your gifts in a C.O.O.L. Day Project!  Find out where C.O.O.L. is 
ministering on the first Saturday in June, and if we are in your community, 
you may find a place in our next project specifically tailored for you.  
Contact us for more information and let’s discuss the possibilities!

Has the C.O.O.L. 
ministry made a 

difference in 
your life? 

Have you enjoyed 
using your gifts to 
bless others in a 

C.O.O.L. Day 
Project? 

Do you believe in 
the Mission and 

Core Values of the 
C.O.O.L. ministry? 

Has C.O.O.L. 
made an impact in 

the community 
where you live? 

Do you desire to 
see C.O.O.L.’s 

influence expand 
to more local 

communities? 
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C.O.O.L. (Community Outreach Of Love) 

Mail:  P.O. Box 2741, North Canton, OH 44720 
Phone:  330-904-3865 
Email:  cmandrell@cooldays.org 
Web:  www.cooldays.org 
Facebook:  @thecoolday 
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